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2021 District Review
In December 2020, we received a generous grant from the
Midland Area Community Foundation to help us with
updates to the "Tomlinson Barn Education Center."
We had some excavation done, removed most of the debris,
power washed the inside, added new siding, windows and
doors, added city water and some electrical updates. In 2022
we will be adding a high tunnel, community garden area and
the interpretive trails.
In April 2021, we held our first Tree sale at the barn
location. We had great support and had neighbors come to
see what we were doing. They all said THANK YOU for
saving the Historical Landmark!
In May 2021, we had our Annual Meeting and in October
we held a District Region 6 Meeting there and it worked out
well.
In September 2021, we had the Midland Lady Explorers 12u
softball team out for a day of volunteering. They helped us
create 4 wild flower gardens and plant native flowers and
seeds. In return they received a $1000.00 grant from the
Midland Area Community Foundation for equipment!
I can't wait till spring to see these gardens!
We just applied to the Wildflowers Association of Michigan
for a grant to help us plant more species in the spring.
2022 Annual Reforestation Tree Sale starts January 15, 2022.
The web page store will be up and ready to take orders and we
will be mailing our postcard reminders out in February.
We are excited for the new year, we have some great
workshops and events planned.
For full details check out our web page at
www.midlandcd.org.
You will find our Annual Report for 2021, Annual Business
Plan 2022, Strategic Plan 2020-2025, and current district
updates.
It has been a great privilege to be a part of this project and to
be the administrator of the district. It's not a job when you
love what you do, and I do Love what I do!
I want to take this time to Thank everyone for their support,
and wish you and yours a Happy New Year!
Karen Thurlow - Administrator MCD.

NEW COVER CROP INITIATIVE SIGN UP
NOW THROUGH JANUARY 12.
CALL your local NRCS office to find out why
planting cover crops might be right for you!

Happy Holidays!
There are so many "Holidays" to celebrate in
such a short time. We hope that you can enjoy
your "holiday" with friends and family and be
safe.

HAP-Hunting Access Program
NOW taking applications.
Parcels of 40 acres or more qualify and the
program pays up to $25.00 per acre to
landowners that open their private property
to public hunting.
Visit www.michigan.gov/mihunt for locations
and information or
Call the office for details! 989-486-2325

December is Soil Health Month!
Soil is an important natural resource.
Soils contain various forms of life
including plants, animals, bacteria,
and fungi.
Soil filters our drinking water.
Soil is necessary to provide food.
The fruits, vegetables, and grains in
our diet are grown in the soil.
In addition, the animals that provide our meat, milk, and eggs eat
food that was grown in the soil. With little exception, our entire food
supply relies on soil.
Without soil, there would be no life!
Soil is not “dirt”, it is a living material that carries out critical
functions for the environment and for people.
What destroys the soil? Farming over use, chemicals, human
impact, Cities, Roads.
NRCS (Natural Resource Conservation Service) has many
programs to help landowners with soil health.
No Till Keeps the ground intact, helps with less wind erosion,
Cover Crops and Crop Rotation help replace lost nutrients.
Sustainable Farming practices, Growing gardens instead of lawns,
Using Less chemicals and fertilizers all help soil heath.
Please do your part to keep our soils healthy!

CONTACT US

Are you looking to become involved with local
conservation efforts?
Are you in need of land resource assistance?
The Midland Conservation District is here to help.
Contact us to learn more about our programs and
services.
Phone: 989.486.2325
Email:
midlandconservation@macd.org
Website: www.midlandcd.org
Address: USDA Service Center
954 East Isabella Rd, Midland MI 48640
Like us on FaceBook.

Field Notes
We completed several field visits for Natural
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS),
checking filter strips, cover crops and No-till.
NRCS has cost share programs that help land
owners implement conservation practices.
In November we participated in a virtual
workshop presentation for the Chippewa
Audubon Society on "Who we are and what we
do" and our "Backyard Conservation" Program.
NRCS Programs for Landowners
Are you a landowner looking for direction on
conservation practices on your property?
Click this link for more information
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detai l/
national/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=nrcs144
p2_002597

Upcoming Board Meetings:
December 21, 2021, January 18, 2022
February 15, 2022, March 15, 2022, April 19, 2022
Time: 7:00 PM
Location: Lee Township Hall 1485 W Olson Rd,
Midland, MI 48640
Board & Staff
Karen Thurlow - Administrator/Manager
Laura Norcutt - Chair
David Ruhle - Vice Chair
Cindy Poole - Board Member
Amy Klopf - Board Member
Kevin Mudd - Board Member
Benjamin VanDyke - Staff - Technical Assistant
Darcy Laurin - Staff - Contract Management

Midland Conservation District is an independent unit of state government which has a philosophy and commitment to the stewardship and conservation of the environment. The MCD consults
with landowners to educate them in the planning and use of their land. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information,
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

